The Limited
April, 2019
A newsletter for the model railway clubs in Auckland.

Calendar of Events
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April 27th and 28th. A model railway exhibition at the
Te Awamutu Events Centre, The Rose Gardens at
the corner of Mahoe St and Selwyn Ln, 10am to 4pm
both days. Admission: adults $6, child $3, family
$15. EFTPOS at the door. The exhibition is hosted by
the Hamilton Model Railroaders.
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May 5. The Western Districts MRC is having an open
day at its clubrooms from 10am to at least 2pm. The
open day will introduce people to what the club
does. There will be trains running. The clubrooms
are at 103 Glen Road, Ranui.
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Editor’s Desk
I have made several changes to The
Limited.
One is having classified ads for items in
the Auckland area. This was suggested
by Graham Leary of the Auckland MRC. He thought
these ads would be more useful than those in
Trademe because a buyer can meet the seller, and
finer categories can be used. I have given a sample
(and real) ad in this issue.
The other changes are those recommended by
people who attended the short workshop that
followed the NZAMRC AGM on April 14. One change
is to have the locomotive at the top of the title page
on tracks. The other is to partly expand the acronym
for the club names when the names are first used.

May 31 – June 3. The AMRA convention in Tauranga.
July 13 – 14. The Whangaparaoa Train Show. The
show is hosted by the Auckland Märklin Club.
July 13 – 14. The Taupo Model Expo.
July 18 – 29. The Model Train Show, Whitianga
Baptist Church, 112 Cook Drive, Whitianga, 10am
2pm all three days. Gold coin entry. The show is
hosted by the Mercury Bay Model Railway Club.
July 21. The Collectors Model Fair at Mt Eden War
Memorial Hall, 487 Dominion Road Auckland, from
10am to 1pm (just three hours). Adults $6, children
free. The fair is run by the Auckland Central MRC.

NZ Model Railway Guild
2019 AGM The NZMRG held its 2019 AGM at the All
Saints Scout Hall in Birkenhead on March 23. To help
ensure the quorum of 15 was met, no mean feat in
the non-convention years, the AGM was held during
the regular modelling day hosted by the Auckland
NZR modelling group. The decision worked with 16

members at the start of the AGM and a seventeenth
arriving partway through. The 17 included guild
members from outside the Auckland area. One of
these members said they would not have come to
the AGM if there was not the associated modelling
day. Maybe other clubs can use a similar approach
to attract more members to their AGMs?
The AGM took 29 minutes. The existing officers and
committee were re-elected unopposed. This means
the officers for 2019-20 are
President
Secretary
Treasurer

Lexi Browne
Tony Putt
Alan Curtis

Neville Connew continues as the Auckland area rep.
The NZMRG made a loss for the financial year from
January 1 to December 31, 2018. The treasurer Alan
Curtis said the deficit is smaller than for the
previous financial year. Alan went on to say that the
increase in the guild’s membership fee which came
into effect halfway through the 2018 financial year
is having the desired result.

North Shore MRC
The last week of March was a busy week for the
NSMRC. As well as the regular Monday sessions,
there was a Tuesday switchlist session and a
Thursday clinic.
Switchlist Session There were fewer operators at
the switchlist session than is normally so. The gaps
in the roster were partly covered by having two
station masters control two stations each, and
having one station switched by road crew.
The NSMRC’s operations coordinator realized
several days before the session that there would be
significant gaps in the roster and sent out invitations
for two guest operators. Craig Mayall accepted.
Guest operators are normally assigned to drive
through-freight or to assist a stationmaster. The
shortage of operators meant Craig had the more
demanding position of driving a switchlist train. The
photograph below shows Craig switching at
Glydebourne station.

Modelling Day Once the AGM was over, those
present returned to modelling. The photograph
below shows what was on the work bench of wellknown NZR modeller Pete van Grinsven.

Clinic
Gary Snow and Michael Hill from the
Western Districts MRC gave a clinic on controlling
trains using DCC++, Arduinos and smartphones. This
clinic was a follow-up to the clinic they gave at The
Britomart Express, the NZAMRC’s one-day Auckland
area event held early February.
Easter Sunday The Auckland NZR Modelling Group
held a modelling day on Easter Sunday. Ten
modellers attended, a good turnout for a long
weekend.

Two key points Garry and Michael made were that
(i) a model train control system based on the use of
DCC++, Arduinos and smartphones is around ten
times cheaper than a traditional DCC system, and (ii)
the soldering skill needed is no more than that to
put a DCC decoder in a locomotive.

Gary and Michael used the NSMRC’s portable layout
Turtle Creek to demonstrate the system. The
photograph below shows Gary (left) answering a
question. Part of Turtle creek is bottom left.

continues as the editor of the club’s very popular
monthly newsletter The Clinker.
Sale The sale of items from Chris Greenhill’s estate
was coordinated by Malcolm Ross. The items were
well priced and the members spent generously,
with at least two members spending $100 each. All
proceeds from the sale went to Chris’s family.

Spotlight: NZHRCA
Brian Cotton supplied the following information
about the New Zealand Hornby Rail Collectors
Association (NZHRCA).

City of Sails MRC
The club’s March meeting was a relaxed evening in
a private home. Paul Hobbs and Philip Sharp gave
an introduction to the NMRA’s Achievement
Program. Twelve-year old Joshua Hill said he would
go for his Golden Spike Award.
The members also discussed what should be added
to club’s simple website, and possible designs for a
club logo. Joshua agreed to have some possible
designs ready for the next meeting.

Auckland MRC
The AMRC held its 2019 AGM at 2pm April 6 in a
private home. The AGM was followed by a sale of
items from Chris Greenhill’s estate to members.
AGM Seventy percent of the club’s members
attended the AGM, a very high percentage. Wayne
Brindle, the club’s treasurer, chaired the meeting.
The AGM took 50 minutes.
Chris Greenhill’s recent passing meant there was no
president’s report. Instead, members were asked to
reflect upon Chris’s contribution to the club.
Wayne’s treasurer’s report showed the club is
financially sound. Wayne recommended the club’s
annual subscription fee remain at $20. This
recommendation was passed unanimously.
Roger Woolmer was elected president and Ray Flint
secretary. Wayne Brindle remains as treasurer. A
committee of four was elected. Malcolm Ross

The NZHRCA was formed 25 years ago and has
about 80 members, with around 30 in Auckland. The
NZHRCA is affiliated with Hornby Collectors
Associations in the UK and Australia. Unlike those
organisations, the NZHRCA is not a formal body.
The NZHRCA's aim is to preserve and display great
old tinplate toy trains from the past, mostly, but not
exclusively, Hornby. Hornby O Gauge trains were
produced from 1920 to 1964, and Hornby Dublo
(OO) trains from 1937 to the 1960s. They came from
the same factory in Liverpool that produced
Meccano. NZHRCA members also collect such
makes as Bassett Lowke, Bing, and the modern O
Gauge ranges produced by Ace and Darstaed.
The NZHRCA publishes a bi-monthly 20-page
newsletter. Meetings are held in regions at regular
intervals. You can see some items of interest to
NZHRCA members at http://hornbynz.tripod.com/
Anyone interested in further information about the
NZHRCA or joining it should contact the NZHRCA
newsletter
editor
Bob
Smyth
on
smythrande@gmail.com. The annual fee is $50. The
photograph below, supplied by Brian, shows some
items of the type NZHRCA members collect.

Auckland Garden Railway Society Inc
The AGRSI held a twilight running meet on April 14
at the Waitakere Light Railway in Glendene. The
meet was the initiative of Robert Graham, the
AGRSI president. The meet began at 4pm and ran to
well after sunset which was 5:57pm. The train
running was followed by pizza for those that stayed,
which was most.
This was my first twilight meet and I was keen to see
how well the locomotives and trains lit up in the
dark. My photograph below shows the front of
Michael Hilliar’s live steam Garratt as it is pulling
four passenger cars towards me. The photograph
was taken 12 minutes into twilight; the headlight
beams are significant. A little later I took a video of
the locomotive and train doing a run-by. This video
is available on the AGRSI’s Facebook page.

Four of the five area reps were re-elected
unopposed: Philip Sharp (Auckland), Trevor James
(Hamilton), Brent Hopley (Wellington), and Peter
Ross (South Island). Rex Fowler did not re-stand for
the Central North Island position and the NZAMRC
executive will appoint an area rep.
The NZAMRC made a loss for the 2018-2019
financial year. Most of the loss was due to the cost
of producing The Coupler. The editor (Brent) of The
Coupler said in his report to the AGM that while he
was initially hesitant about The Coupler being
published electronically, he now thinks it is the way
forward.
The competition committee reported that the
review of the rules and regulations for the 2020
national competition is almost complete. What
remains is getting suitable wording about the use of
CAD and CAM in making models.
The Christchurch MRC proposed the motion that
the consultative process of regional forums and
written submissions discussed in Taupo by the
NZAMRC executive go ahead. The motion was
discussed in depth and the wording of the motion
amended. The motion lost.

Classified Ads
The classified ads in The Limited are provided
primarily as a service for modellers in Auckland. The
editors of The Limited do not accept responsibility
for the wording of ads and any negotiations
associated with them. Each ad should be no more
than 50 words.

NZAMRC
The Auckland Central MRC hosted the 2019
NZAMRC AGM on April 14 at 1:30pm. Twelve clubs
were represented. This is approximately one-third
of the members of the NZAMRC, a good attendance.
The AGM lasted 115 minutes.
The NZAMRC officers were re-elected unopposed:
President
Vice-president
Secretary
Treasurer

James Kelso
Alan Curtis
Philip Sharp
Philip Smith

Z scale. Wanted to buy, a DC or DCC locomotive,
some rolling stock and either track or rails. Philip
Sharp, pwsharp101@gmail.com

Contact Details
James Kelso, jameskelso250@gmail.com
Philip Sharp, pwsharp101@gmail.com

Subscribe or unsubscribe
The Limited has distribution lists for clubs and
individuals. If any club or person would like to be
removed or added to the distribution lists please
email Philip. Subscribers need not be in Auckland.

AMRA 2019
Tauranga
Registration Form for Attending AMRA 2019
One form per person please
Name

Surname

Contact Details
Street

Suburb

Town

Post Code

Email Address

Phone

Country (if not NZ)

Prototype Modelled

Scale Modelled

Costs
Registration

Early Bird

After 25 April

Full registration (note cost is $100 from 25 April 2019)

$90.00

$100.00

Partner registration (note cost is $60 from 25 April 2019)

$50.00

$60.00

Junior registration (Under 15) (cost is $50 from 25 April 2019)

$40.00

$50.00

Cost

Number of meals

Meals
Saturday Night (open to non-registered partners)

$35.00

Sunday Banquet (open to non-registered partners or friends)

$50.00
Total Cost

Operating
Would you like to attend a Pre-AMRA operating session

(circle)

Yes / No

Tick preferred session (first in first served basis)
Thursday Morning Session
Thursday Afternoon Session
Thursday Night Session
Friday Morning Session
Friday Afternoon Session (Limited Layouts available)
We will do our best to accommodate your selection but with limited sessions available, it will be on a first in, first served basis

Buy Sell & Swap
Do you require space to display items for sale or swap

(circle)

Yes / No

Payment Details
Please complete this form (one per person ) and either scan and email to Wayne Ruegg at waycar@kinect.co.nz
or mail to:
Wayne Ruegg, 36 Balmoral Terrace, Otumoetai, Tauranga 3110, New Zealand
Please make payment of total cost by Internet banking to:
Account Name:
AMRA 2019
Account Number:

03 - 0374 - 0019865 - 01

When making payment please enter Registrant's Full name (as above) in the "Details" section
otherwise we may not be able to align your payment with your registration form

For Registration to be completed, both registration form and payment are required

Cost

